[The etiology of acute lower respiratory tract infections in infants].
The etiology of acute lower respiratory tract infections (ALRI) was studied in pediatric inpatients under 2 years of age admitted to Chiba Municipal Hospital between June 1994 and March 1995. Eighty-seven patients, 99 episodes were investigated for bacterial infection with the use of blood culture and washed sputum culture, for viral infection with the use of virus isolation, antigen detection and antibody assays, for Mycoplasma pneumoniae infection with the use of antibody assay and for Chlamydia infection with the use of antigen detection. Pathogens were identified in 71 (71%) of the 99 episodes. Evidence of bacterial infection was detected in 43 episodes (43%), viral infection in 37 episodes (37%), Mycoplasma pneumoniae infection in 4 episodes (4%) and Chlamydia infection 3 episodes (3%). The major bacterial pathogens were H. influenzae, M. (B) catarrhalis and S. pneumoniae. RS virus and influenza virus epidemics occurred during the winter. A mixed bacterial and viral infection was documented in 13 episodes (13%). RS virus infection was common in infants up to 6 months old. Mixed bacterial and influenza virus infections were common in 1 or more year old children. Virus isolation was useful for the grasp of the viral epidemic. Bacterial associated infections were common in children under 2 years of age with ALRI. Washed sputum culture and sputum gram stains' were useful for the treatment of infant ALRI.